
    Enhancing Resilience to Extreme Weather and Sea-Level Rise: State Actions 
 

As the impact of severe weather events and sea-level rise has become more evident in the 
northeastern and Mid-Atlantic states, both the executive and legislative branches have taken 
steps to address the problems through new state policies, regulations and laws.  Below, 
examples of effective policies from throughout the region are listed according to the types of 
actions instituted. 

Establishing Scientific and Technical Assistance for State and Local Government 
 

• Connecticut 
 

o Special Act 13-9 (SB 1013) (June 2013) Requires a report to the legislature on the 
establishment of a state Center for Coasts that would manage data and develop 
tools for planning in response to sea-level rise.  
 

• Maryland 
 

o Chapter 383 (HB118) (May 2014) Sets up a task force that is directed to study the 
problem of ocean acidification in Chesapeake Bay and state waterways, and 
make recommendations for monitoring and addressing its impact on the state’s 
coast, commercial fisheries and aquaculture industry.  
 

• New York 
 

o S04664 (July 2009) Extends the provision requiring the New York State Sea Level 
Rise Task Force to submit a report assessing the anticipated impact of sea-level 
rise and provide recommendations for adaptation. 
 

Establishing a Comprehensive Policy Framework 
 

• Connecticut 
 

o Public Act No. 13-179 (June 2013) Relates to Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) permitting of coastal structures and requires 
information from the federal and other state governments to develop best 
practices.  

http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB01013&which_year=2013
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=01&id=hb0118&tab=subject3&ys=2014RS
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/ACT/PA/2013PA-00179-R00SB-01012-PA.htm


o Public Act No. 13-15 (May 2013) Adds sea-level rise mitigation as a factor DEEP 
must consider when prioritizing water quality projects that could be given grants 
or loans by the state.  

o Public Act No. 12-101 (May 2012) Makes changes in the Coastal Management 
Act and laws regulating the state's tidal, coastal, or navigable waters, such as 
consideration of the potential impact of sea-level rise when planning coastal 
development and establishing a pilot program to encourage innovative and low-
impact approaches to shoreline protection and adaptation to sea level rise. 
 

• Maryland 
 

o Chapter 429 (HB514) (May 2015) Establishes a Commission on Climate Change in 
the Department of the Environment to advise the Governor and General 
Assembly on ways to mitigate the causes of, prepare for, and adapt to the 
consequences of climate change. Among other things, the legislation requires 
each state agency to review and recommend changes to certain programs, and 
directs the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science to develop 
and update sea-level rise projections and related maps that will be available on 
the Internet. 
 

o Chapter 415 (HB615) (May 2014) Aims to ensure that the state follows standards 
to make safe and fiscally-wise investments when building or updating state 
agency structures located in vulnerable coastal areas, and creates the Coast 
Smart Council to oversee the state infrastructure projects. 
 

• Massachusetts 
 

o The Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) Regulations  (Revised May 
2013) Includes a new mandate that all state agencies prepare for climate-change 
impacts, in addition to limiting greenhouse-gas emissions.  
 

• New Hampshire 
 

o Chapter 188 (SB 163) (May, 2013) Establishes a commission to recommend 
legislation to prepare for projected sea-level rise and other coastal hazards. 
 

• New York 
 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/ACT/PA/2013PA-00015-R00SB-01010-PA.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/ACT/PA/2012PA-00101-R00SB-00376-PA.htm
https://www.billtrack50.com/BillDetail/584109
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2014RS/chapters_noln/Ch_415_hb0615T.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/mepa/
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2013/SB0163.html


o Chapter 355 (A6558) (September 2014) Requires consideration of climate risk 
including sea-level rise, storm surges and flooding, based on available data 
predicting the likelihood of future extreme weather events, in state funding and 
permitting for infrastructure, environmental protection, and water pollution and 
drinking water, among other areas, and requires state agencies to collaborate on 
the development of model local laws concerning climate risk. 
 

• Rhode Island 
 

o S2952 (July 2014): Resilient Rhode Island Act of 2014 Codifies Executive Order 
14-01 and establishes the Executive Climate Change Coordinating Council, sets 
specific greenhouse-gas reduction targets, creates an advisory board and a 
science and technical advisory board to assist the Council, and mandates 
consideration of climate change impacts into the powers and duties of all state 
agencies.  
 

• Vermont 
 

o S. 202 (Act No. 138) (May 2012) Gives the Agency of Natural Resources specified 
authority to regulate flood-prone areas. 
 

Addressing Utilities and Energy System Resilience 
 

• Connecticut 
 

o Public Act No. 12-148 (March 2012) Requires the establishment of minimum 
performance standards for public service utilities and develops a grant and loan 
program for renewable and distributed generation of electricity using micro-
grids for critical facilities needed during emergencies. 
 

• Massachusetts 
 

o Chapter 133 (H4329)  (November 2009) Creates new regulations on public 
utilities requiring them to develop emergency plans, and imposing heavy fines 
for companies that do not prepare for and respond to emergencies adequately.  
 

http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06558&term=2013&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
https://legiscan.com/RI/bill/S2952/2014
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2012/Permanent/Senate/282948.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/ACT/PA/2012PA-00148-R00SB-00023-PA.htm
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2009/Chapter133


Funding Resilience 
 

• Massachusetts 
 

o H4275: An Act Providing for the Preservation and Improvement of Land, 
Parks and Clean Energy in the Commonwealth (July 2014) Authorizes $2.2 
billion for environmental and energy programs and initiatives throughout 
the Commonwealth over the next four years, including projects that will 
include new programs to support comprehensive climate change 
adaptation management planning and help communities identify 
vulnerabilities associated with climate change and develop adaptation 
plans. 
 

• New York State Division of Budget 2014-2015:  Funding for Resilience  
 

o Establish a State-of-the-Art Weather Detection System: The Division of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Services (DHSES) will collaborate with 
an academic partner to secure a private entity to establish and operate a 
state-of-the-art weather detection system – one of only six such systems 
in the nation.  
 

o Create a College of Emergency Preparedness, Homeland Security and 
Cybersecurity: The Budget includes $15 million in capital resources to 
fund initial planning and development costs for a new College of 
Emergency Preparedness, Homeland Security and Cybersecurity. 
 

o Equip Gas Stations with Back-up Power Capacity: New York is the first 
state in the nation with a comprehensive plan to ensure that power is 
maintained at strategically located gas stations in an emergency. This 
voluntary program is being extended to include approximately 241 
upstate gas stations within a half mile of exits on critical highways.  
 

o Expand State Strategic Fuel Reserves: To prevent future supply 
disruptions, the current strategic fuel reserve will be expanded statewide 
to serve emergency responders. The estimated $10 million cost is 
expected to be supported by the New York Power Authority.  
 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/188/House/H4375/History
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/188/House/H4375/History
https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/press/2014/pressRelease14_enactedBudgetReleased.html


o Prepare Citizens for Emergencies: The Division of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Services, in collaboration with the National Guard, will offer 
emergency preparedness courses throughout the year to interested 
citizens, with a goal of training 100,000 citizens by March 31, 2015. 
 

Targeting Specific Lessons Learned from Storms Irene and Sandy 
 

• Connecticut 
 

o Public Act 13-175 (SB320) (June 2013) Prohibits price-gouging during severe 
weather events. 
 

• New Jersey 
 

o Public Law 2013 Chapter 37 (A60)  (March 2013) Authorizes deployment of 
integrity monitors for certain Superstorm Sandy rebuilding projects. 
 

• New York and New York City 
 

o A04835 (July 2013) Authorizes the reinstatement of prior work permits and 
waives certain requirements for homes devastated by Superstorm Sandy in NYC.  
 

o A02294 (February  2013) Provides real property tax relief to property owners 
impacted by Superstorm Sandy in eligible counties. 
 

o NYC 1065, 1069, 1070 1072, 1075, 1076, 1077 Require various plans to be 
developed as part of the City’s disaster-response procedures, including for 
assistance to vulnerable and homebound individuals, for access to food and 
water, for operating shelters, for helping small businesses and nonprofits 
recover, and for managing traffic flow and the fuel supply. 
 

Legislation Codifying Executive Orders and Reports 
 

• Maryland 
 

http://cga.ct.gov/2013/act/pa/2013PA-00175-R00SB-00320-PA.htm
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp


o Executive Order 01.01.2012.29 directed that all new and reconstructed state 
buildings and infrastructure be designed to avoid or minimize flood damage. 
Codified, along with the January 2014 Coast Smart Construction report 
recommendations, by HB 615.  
 

• Rhode Island 
 

o Executive Order 14-01 created the Rhode Island Executive Climate Change 
Council, with the charge of developing a comprehensive approach both to 
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions and prepare for impacts that can no longer be 
avoided. Codified by S2952, the Resilient Rhode Island Act of 2014. 
 

### 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/pubs/legislegal/2012-executive-orders.pdf
http://www.planning.ri.gov/documents/climate/14_01_Executive_Order.pdf
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